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NEXT CLUB MEETING:  

July 15th, 2026 

Black Bear Diner 

2401 East Harbor Blvd.,  

Ventura 93003 

 

 

Socializing and Dinner: 6:00 PM 

Meeting: 6:30 PM 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

BOTTOM TIMES 
By Club President Delbert Stewart 

 

Greetings and salutations, amigos! 

As we move further into summer, I am really looking forward to the longer days 

that create opportunities for bigger adventures. Last week, I had the pleasure of 

taking a road trip down to explore Northern Baja. Sometimes we get so caught up 

in work and responsibilities that we forget we live in a perfect geographical 

location for exploration, and exploring is something I truly enjoy. 

 

My solo trip began with a few days in Rosarito. From there, I picked up my cousin, 

and we ventured south through the Valle de Guadalupe, Ensenada, and La 

Bufadora. You know... a little reconnaissance for our upcoming trip.        I took the highway down while 

avoiding the recommended toll roads, stopped at little eateries along the way, and no matter where I 

went, the locals were genuinely happy and friendly. The vibe was all about enjoying life. People were 

drinking, laughing, sharing each other's company, and simply enjoying the moment. It was very easy to 

make new friends. I felt like royalty to be honest, because of the kindness everyone showed me. Even 

though I am brown, I was not able to fool the locals…they immediately knew I was a gringo.        

 

As I traveled through Baja, I could not help but think about the potential for club adventures!!! How 

much fun it would be to do more exploring with the club. I found myself dreaming of future escapades 

Photo: Franklin Murphy 
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that I think we would all enjoy. With this gringo as your guide, I think you would have a fascinating time. 

There is so much potential and for relatively local adventures just south of the border. 

 

This reminded me why I’ve enjoyed being President so much. What I have always relished most was 

planning and coordinating events, with the bonus of seeing fellow club members having a great time 

participating in them. There is just something about taking an idea and making it happen. I have enjoyed 

talking to you about trips at meetings, shaking hands, saying hello, answering questions, and trying to 

get you excited about a trip. Then I would start doing the math in my head to see if the trip was actually 

going to pencil out.  

 

My magic number was always two for a local trip. Ha ha ha!! If I could get just one more eager member 

to commit, then it was on! Trips abroad were a little more technical since we had to hit numbers and a 

lot more money was involved, but the process was still the same. From that point on, I would start making 

calls, sending emails, recruiting divers, and doing whatever I could to make the trip happen. Nothing 

was off limits... It was a challenge I welcomed. It was a lot of work, but I genuinely enjoyed it. 

 

The best part was always seeing the trip come together and watching you enjoy it. Seeing smiles, club 

bonding, and watching friendships grow made the late-night emails and weekend planning worthwhile. 

Those are the moments I will remember most, and they are a big part of what made serving as your 

President such a rewarding experience. 

 

My dear friends, see you all at Black Bear Diner this Wednesday, July 15. Join us at 6:00 PM for dinner, 

socializing, The meeting will begin at 6:30 PM.  As always, I am looking forward to seeing you there. 

Bring your friends and let us have a fascinating time. 

 

Del Stewart 

President 

Channel Islands Divers 

 

 

 

ENSENADA DIVE TRIP – AUGUST 22-23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Del Stewart or Rob Marion to grab this spot!  

One spot left 



July 2026 
    

3 

channelislandsdivers.org 

JULY PRESENTATION  
Dr. Jeffrey Bozanic 

Inside the Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber: Real-Life 
Diving Emergencies, Treatment, and Lessons from 

Antarctica 
 

Every diver has heard of the Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber—but few 

have had the opportunity to learn what actually happens behind its 

doors. Join Dr. Jeffrey Bozanic, Hyperbaric Chamber Supervisor and 

37-year volunteer with the USC Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber, for 

an engaging behind-the-scenes look at one of the region's busiest 

diving recompression facilities. Through dramatic real-life case 

histories, photos, and practical explanations, you'll learn how diving 

injuries occur, how hyperbaric oxygen saves lives, and what every 

diver can do to reduce the risk of ever needing a chamber. 

 

The presentation will include stories from Dr. Bozanic's time 

managing the recompression chamber at McMurdo Station, 

Antarctica, along with highlights from his recent scientific 

expeditions to the Antarctic Peninsula. He will conclude with a 

preview of his December 2027 Antarctica expedition, where divers 

and non-divers alike will have the opportunity to explore one of the 

most spectacular and remote places on Earth while participating in 

scientific research and citizen science projects. Whether you're a 

new diver or have thousands of dives, you'll leave with knowledge 

that could one day save your life—or your dive buddy's. 

 

Speaker Bio: Jeffrey Bozanic is an internationally recognized technical diving 

educator, explorer, author, and hyperbaric specialist with more than four decades 

of experience in diving medicine, scientific diving, and expedition leadership. He 

has served as a volunteer with the Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber since 1989 (more 

than 37 years) and is currently a Hyperbaric Chamber Supervisor, providing 

emergency recompression treatment and training for injured divers. 

 

Dr. Bozanic also managed the recompression chamber at McMurdo Station, 

Antarctica, where he supported the U.S. Antarctic scientific diving program. He 

has participated in numerous Antarctic expeditions, including leading a 2026 Explorers Club Flag 

Expedition, and is currently organizing a youth- and science-focused expedition to Antarctica in 

December 2027. His presentation combines decades of operational hyperbaric experience with firsthand 

stories from one of the region's busiest diving recompression facilities and from the polar regions.  
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Member Dive Report: 
Tales From a Marvelous Red Sea Trip 

Contributed by Cindy Doyon 

When people ask about my favorite place to dive, I never hesitate—the Red Sea wins every time. The 

coral, the fish, the wrecks… nothing compares. I’ve been fortunate to dive there twice, most recently 

this May, joined by 17 wonderful dive buddies, including several CID club members: Donald Lockwood, 

Heather Moine, Laura Forsyth, Eric Taylor, Lauren McDonald, and Guy McVicker. 

Our journey began with flights from LAX to Istanbul, then on to Hurghada, Egypt. On May 2nd, we 

boarded the MY HERO, a beautiful four-deck, 130-foot motor yacht built in 2018, and settled in for 14 

unforgettable days of diving. 

Diving Highlights 

SS Thistlegorm Wreck: One of the crown jewels of the trip 

was the world-famous SS Thistlegorm. Often called the most 

popular wreck on the planet, it’s easy to see why. The ship is 

remarkably intact, packed with WWII artifacts—including 

BSA M20 and Norton 16H motorcycles, rifles, boots, tires, 

and even locomotives. The wreck lies between 52 and 105 

feet, well within recreational limits. A German bomber sank 

her in the early hours of October 6, 1941, after dropping two 

bombs into the cargo hold. Of the 42 men aboard, 9 were lost. 

Diving this piece of history is both exhilarating and 

humbling. 

Ras Mohammed National Park: We also spent several days 

exploring Ras Mohammed, home to some of the most spectacular hard and soft coral gardens I’ve ever 

seen. Visibility regularly exceeded 100 feet, and marine life was abundant. Sites along the Sinai 

Peninsula—including those near Sharm El-Sheikh and the Tiran Strait—were consistently breathtaking. 

Salem Express: Another memorable dive was the Salem Express, a ferry that tragically sank on 

December 17, 1991. Although officially listed with 656 passengers and crew, the true number was likely 

over 1,600 pilgrims returning from Mecca. Only 180 survived. Diving this wreck was a solemn, 

reflective experience. 

 

Favorite Sites & Daily Rhythm: Some of my personal favorites included Jackson Reef, Elphinstone 

Reef, Yolanda Reef, Sataya Reef, Abu Dabbab, and Marsa Shouna. One afternoon we even snorkeled 

with dolphins. 

 

Water temperatures hovered in the mid- to high-70s—a bit cooler than expected—and we had several 

windy, choppy days, some with current but we made the most of every moment. With four dives offered 

daily, including night dives, we had up to 45 opportunities to explore. 

Where we were diving 
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Jordan: A Journey Through History: After our 

diving adventure, we traveled to Jordan for four days of 

sightseeing.  

 

Highlights included: 

• Ajloun Castle (1185), a remarkable hilltop 

fortress 

• Jerash, one of the great cities of the Decapolis, 

where we toured the Arch of Triumph, Oval 

Plaza, Cardo, Colonnade, Temple of Aphrodite, 

and Roman Theater 

• Floating in the Dead Sea, 538 feet below sea 

level 

• Petra, capital of the Nabataeans, where we 

explored the iconic Treasury, Royal Tombs, 

Colored Tombs, and the Monastery 

• Wadi Rum, the dramatic desert landscape 

associated with Lawrence of Arabia 

• St. George Church, home to the oldest mosaic 

map of Palestine 

• Mount Nebo, where Moses viewed the Promised Land 

 

It was a powerful blend of natural beauty, ancient history, and cultural richness. 

 

 

Cindy with sea 

jelly 

 

 

 

 

Nudibranch 

eggs 

 

 

Image source: https://www.oceandivetravel.com/  

https://www.oceandivetravel.com/
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SC DIVING’S TRIP RECAP 
PARADISE FOUND AT AKR ROATÁN 2026! 

By Dan Perdue, Dive Coordinator 
 

If you weren’t on our sponsor’s trip to Roatán this June, you missed a week of absolute paradise! A great 

crew from the club—including me, Connie Mah, Don and Brandee Sisting, and their friend Patrick—

headed down to the iconic Anthony’s Key Resort (AKR) for an unforgettable week of Caribbean diving. 

This trip was a blast to organize alongside Robert Inglis (SC Diving Founder & Lead Instructor), and I 

think it’s safe to say we all had an incredible time. 

 

We locked in AKR's full one-week dive package, maximizing our bottom time with a massive 19 boat 

dives. Our schedule was a diver's dream: three boat dives a day from Sunday through Thursday, two on 

Friday, and two spectacular night dives. The resort logistics are down to a science—virtually every single 

dive site was within a quick, comfortable 10-minute boat ride from the dock. 

 

Perfect Conditions & Marine Highlights 

The weather was warm, staying in the low-to-mid 80s, but a steady, refreshing breeze kept the infamous 

Roatán bugs entirely at bay. Underwater, things were just as perfect: a consistent 82°F water 

temperature and pristine visibility averaging 80 to 100 feet. The reefs were absolutely teeming with 

life, showcasing vibrant, healthy coral ecosystems bursting with massive schools of smaller fish. Turtles, 

groupers, eels, angelfish and more. While the diving was spectacular across the board, the personal 

highlights for me included spotting quite a few elusive seahorses, a few majestic spotted eagle rays 

gliding past in the blue, and several octopuses. 

 

Island Living & Stellar Service 

The accommodations were absolutely top-notch. We stayed in the key superior bungalows located right 

on the small island just in front of the main resort. There was nothing quite like waking up early, relaxing 

in the private deck hammocks, and watching the sunrise over the water. 

 

The meals were excellent and kept us fully fueled for the heavy dive schedule. My absolute breakfast 

favorite was the Huevos Rancheros. Lunch featured a great mix of burgers, pizza, and traditional island 

dishes, while dinner ranged from a fresh Catch of the Day to excellent steaks—and every single meal 

included a solid vegetarian option. Best of all, the waitstaff quickly figured out everyone’s personal 

preferences and were incredibly attentive and ready to help. 

 

A Night Dive Viral Celebrity 

The night dives offered some of the most memorable action of the whole trip. On multiple occasions, a 

clever Schoolmaster Snapper decided to use my dive light as its personal hunting guide, shadowing me 

closely to ambush prey caught in the beam. I managed to catch some wild video of it chomping a blue 

tang right in the light. It has already gone viral online with over 54,000 views! Check it out here: 

 https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZq98QnMCXS/?igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==  

 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZq98QnMCXS/?igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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Final Notes: 

Do I recommend Anthony’s Key for the Club?  Yes! It is a fantastic outfit. The pricing can be a little on 

the higher side but you definitely get a great value for the price. https://anthonyskey.com/ 

 

There are other options. I visited the Splash Inn and they had dive, sleep, and eat packages starting at 

$1,099.00! This might be an alternative option if we want a budget option: 

https://roatansplashinn.com/en/all-inclusive-7-nights-dive-package/ 

 

 

Lower right: Connie Mah, Don Sisting, Jenni (restaurant owner), Dan Perdue, Robert Inglis, Brandee Sisting 

 

✈️ Next Stop with SC Diving: Bonaire 2027! 

SC Diving is already looking ahead to next year's big adventure, and we have our sights set on the shore-

diving capital of the world: Bonaire! Start saving those vacation days now—we hope you can join us! 

 

  

https://anthonyskey.com/
https://roatansplashinn.com/en/all-inclusive-7-nights-dive-package/
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CITIZEN SCIENCE OPPORTUNITY 
“Finding Hal” July 28th and August 25th 

 

The Aquarium of the Pacific is hosting two opportunities to search for the critically endangered white 

abalone (Haliotis sorenseni) in the Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary. Findings from these 

dives will contribute to the understanding of population distribution and abundance. Our very own Eric 

Taylor (pictured below, fourth from left) participated in this a couple years ago, and was lucky enough 

to find a white abalone! To participate in this effort, email channel.islands@noaa.gov or fill out the 

interest form here:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGxqbxmnWdNK6qBcQs6bgCc_PLkK2zE5Bvj-

lHAYk4VlduIg/viewform  

 

Preference is given to dive clubs, in the hopes that clubs will organize their own. If these dates don’t 

work, each of us is encouraged to report sightings of white abalone on our personal dives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: white abalone ID is tricky. Check out the 18-

page guide here: How to Identify Abalone 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Images from: 

https://findinghal.org/#dive 

mailto:channel.islands@noaa.gov
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGxqbxmnWdNK6qBcQs6bgCc_PLkK2zE5Bvj-lHAYk4VlduIg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGxqbxmnWdNK6qBcQs6bgCc_PLkK2zE5Bvj-lHAYk4VlduIg/viewform
https://findinghal.org/#dive
https://findinghal.org/#dive
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Hey Cozumel Crew!  

What’s an epic Channel Islands Divers Club adventure 

without a legendary commemorative t-shirt to look 

back on? For our October trip to Cozumel, we are doing 

things a little differently—we are putting the creative 

power directly into your hands! 

 

We are officially launching the CID 

Cozumel 2026 T-Shirt Design Contest!  

Here are the official rules and details: 

 

• The Challenge: Design a killer custom t-shirt for our 

Cozumel 2026 crew. Think tropical vibes, crystal-clear 

Mexican reefs, and legendary dive memories. 

• Submissions: We are accepting one unique design 

entry per guest. Send over your best ideas! 

• The Grand Prize: The winning designer will earn 

ultimate bragging rights across the island plus receive 

their trip shirt completely FREE! 

• Cost: To keep things straightforward and fair, we are 

having members cover the shirts directly this time 

around ($10 per person—an absolute steal for a custom 

piece of trip history!). 

 

Opt-out Disclaimer: Our goal is to have the absolute 

entire squad matching when we head down south! 

However, if you would prefer to opt out of receiving a 

shirt, just let me know. 

 

This contest is open to the entire club! DUE DATE: AUGUST 5th: We’ll post all the entries on our 

website so everyone can vote on their favorite at the August 19th meeting. 

 

Get those creative gears turning, sketch out those ocean concepts, and send your designs my way ASAP 

so we can get these printed and distributed before wheels up!   

 

Dive safe,  

Divemaster Dan 

 
 

 

  



July 2026 
    

10 

channelislandsdivers.org 

 

Catalina Veterans Day Club Trip 
November 7-9, 2026 

 

 

We have 22 members and guests staying at the Pavilion Hotel, with a few other members staying 

elsewhere on-island 

 

Your club has chartered the entire 

Scuba Cat!! {How fun is that??}  

 

There are six spots remaining at 

our club discount of $152.93/pp. 

This will be a two-tank dive on 

Sunday November 8th. 

 

See Dan Perdue to sign up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Photos from: 

https://www.catalinadiverssupply.com/catalina-boat-diving 

 

 

 

  

Late-breaking Scuba Show News: Our illustrious president Del 

Stewart won a $500 prize from Maduro Dive, good for either the 

trip of his choice or a cash payout. Congratulations!!! 

https://www.catalinadiverssupply.com/catalina-boat-diving
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JUNE RAFFLE WINNERS 
Prizes sponsored by SC Diving (unless otherwise noted) 

 

  

Stormy Thurston-Keller won an air card Eric Taylor won a beautiful coffee table book 

(donated by Jackie Worden) 
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Jessica Hodge won toasty-warm gloves… …and a cool California ocean critter guide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your photo could be right here!! 

Just buy lots of raffle tickets at 

every meeting for your moment 

of fame!! {Oh, yeah – and to 

support your club!!} 

The door prize (fin socks) went to Andrea 

Dransfield 
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RAFFLE DETAILS 

1. Regular: Buy tickets at the meeting and those are the tickets we draw. 

2. Progressive: This drawing is pulled from all the raffle tickets you’ve bought over the Quarter. 

3. Participation: Points are given for your participation in our club activities (going on club 

events, posting to our Facebook page, and contributing to the newsletter). 

RAFFLE SCHEDULE 

January Progressive 

February Participation 

March Regular 

April Progressive 

May Participation 

June Regular 

July Progressive 
August Participation 

September Regular 

October Progressive 

November Participation 

December No drawing in December 
 

 

  
In the news: 

Several petitions to alter State Marine Conservation Areas (SMCA) and/or Marine Protected Areas 

(MPA) are under review by the California Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW). Here are a few 

that might be of interest to CID members (there are many others state-wide): 

▪ Anacapa Island SMCA, three options: amend to disallow commercial lobster fishing year-round; 

disallow hard bottomed fishing gear near eelgrass; or, extend lobster trap closure out to within 

30 meters (~98.4 feet) of shore. 

▪ Point Dume SMCA: Proposal to expand the western boundary by ~4.6 sq. miles to protect kelp 

forests, and to revise take restrictions to allow shore-based hook & line and spearfishing. 

▪ Monterey-area MPAs: Changes to four MPAs near Monterey and one new MPA to support kelp 

forest restoration, including unlimited recreational urchin take. Proposal includes regulatory 

pathway to sink ships & create artificial reefs for recreational diving. 

Click on the link to read more and see interactive maps of all the SMCAs & MPAs in California: 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f31d7d62abfb49d6882bd6d970c7942b 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f31d7d62abfb49d6882bd6d970c7942b
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Upcoming Dives 
Check Facebook for the most up-to-date dive info (meet time, locations) 

 

Date Location  Description 
11-Jul Carpinteria State Beach 

(details on Facebook) 

Rob Johnson (current membership chair) will guide this 

dive.  

18-Jul Catalina Hyperbaric 

Chamber 

 

CANCELLED 

8-Aug Check Facebook Club sponsor SC Diving will guide this beach dive.  

22-Aug Ensenada/La Bufadora One spot available.  

12-Sep Check Facebook Club sponsor SC Diving will guide this beach dive.  

19-Sep Refugio State Beach Park Yearly club BBQ, dive (and potentially camping) 

weekend. Gates open at 8:00 am. 

10-Oct Check Facebook Club sponsor SC Diving will guide this beach dive.  

17-Oct Cozumel SOLD OUT 

31-Oct Underwater Pumpkin 

carving  

Sponsored by SC diving, location TBD  

8 Nov Avalon, Catalina Island Casino Pt & Scuba Cat (six spots left on the boat).  

14-Nov Check Facebook Club sponsor SC Diving will guide this beach dive.  

21-Nov Santa Cruz Island trip Club boat owners meet at Scorpion Cove for a group day 

of diving and hiking. Members who cannot fit on boats 

will travel via Island Packers.  

12-Dec Check Facebook Club sponsor SC Diving will guide this beach dive.  

19-Dec Laguna Beach Road trip for the last dive of the year 
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CLUB CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 

 

  

JULY 

 

11: Shore dive, 

Carpinteria State Beach 

(confirm on Facebook) 

15: Club Meeting, 

progressive raffle 

drawing. Speaker: Dr. 

Jeffrey Bozanic, Cataline 

Hyperbaric Chamber & 

Real-Live Experiences 

18: Catalina Hyperbaric 

Chamber at the isthmus 

CANCELLED 

21: Board Meeting 

 

AUGUST 

 

  8: Shore dive, TBA 

19: Club Meeting, 

participation raffle 

drawing. Speaker: Cora 

Sverdrup The Bay 

Foundation 

22-24: La Bufadora, 

Ensenada Baja 

25: Board Meeting 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

12: Shore dive, TBA 

16: Club Meeting, regular raffle 

drawing. 

Speaker: Scott Gabara, National 

Park Service Marine Ecologist 

Board Election!! 

19: Club BBQ at Refugio State 

Beach Park 

22: Board Meeting 

 

OCTOBER 

 

10: Shore dive, TBA 

21: Club Meeting, 

progressive raffle 

drawing. 

Speaker: Delaney Sauer, 

CSLB Shark Lab 

17-24: Cozumel 

24:  Shore dive, TBA 

27: Board Meeting 

 

NOVEMBER 

 

14: Shore dive, TBA 

18: Club Meeting, 

participation drawing. 

Speaker: Melanie 

Kemmann, Cozumel trip 

21:  Shore dive, TBA 

24: Board Meeting 

 

DECEMBER 

 

  5: Holiday Party 

12 No shore dive 

16: No Club Meeting 

19: Last shore dive of 2026: 

Laguna Beach 
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CURRENT MEMBERSHIP: 117 
Thank you to all renewing members!! 

 

Welcome to our newest members!! 

 

 
Ashley & Matthew Wegener 

 

 

Please see our website for member benefits 

https://www.channelislandsdivers.org/membership 
 

Membership Policy: Club policy is to drop members from the roster 

THREE MONTHS AFTER MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION 

 

Membership Prices: Renewing Membership:   Single = $30; Family = $45 

New Membership: Single = $40; Family = $55 

Please mail renewals to: CID Membership, P.O Box 5801, Ventura, CA  93005 

Renew by Zelle: cidtreasurer92@gmail.com 
 

  

https://www.channelislandsdivers.org/membership
mailto:cidtreasurer92@gmail.com
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BOARD ELECTIONS COMING THIS SEPTEMBER 

The club bylaws provide guidance for the election of our board members. Nominations will be accepted 

at the June, July, & August general meetings. The election will be held at the September 16th meeting 

Write-ins will be allowed at the September meeting. Descriptions of each board position are summarized 

on the next page. 

At least six of your current board members would like to continue in their current role; there are two 

open positions: 

Position Name    Position  Name   

President  Your name here!  Dive 

Coordinator 

Dan Perdue and Rob Johnson co-

dive coordinators. 

VP/Speaker 

Seeker  

Rob Marion  Librarian Steve Peterson 

Webmaster  Laura Forsyth  Raffle 

Coordinator 

Laurie Hennessy 

Secretary Ann Hoagland  Membership Your name here! 

Treasurer Storm Thurston-Keller  Newsletter 

editor 

Jackie Bowland Worden 

 

My Experience as a Board Member 
Contributed by Rob Marion, VP/Speaker Seeker 

 

Hello club members. This is the time of the year when the board members who volunteer to run this great 

dive club begin to discuss the upcoming September event: “The Elections”. This is my fifth year as a 

board member. I started in 2021 when the club resumed meeting again after Covid. Then-president Mike 

Doyon announced at the club meeting something I have become so used to hearing: “Elections are 

coming up and we need a few positions filled.” The response then was the same as it is now; the same 

as it has been year after year. Nobody raises their hand. Occasionally, someone will quietly come up to 

one of the board members and say that they would like to attend one of the board meetings to see how it 

works. That’s basically what I did. 

 

At the first board meeting I went to, the then-Secretary handed me all of her paperwork and gave me a 

brief rundown of the job. I’ve joked about it; me, a secretary? You’ve got to be kidding! Well, I was, for 

four years until I termed out. While I was doing it, our speaker seeker stepped down so I took that on as 

well. Ann Hoagland officially took over as Secretary last September, and I continued as speaker seeker. 

 

As for serving on the board, I’ve never had any regrets. Mike Doyon once told me: “Yes, I’m retired 

now, but those of us who have served on the board all had full time jobs. But we found time to serve”. 
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Our diverse board has worked together to drive our club in a dynamic direction. We’ve worked at keeping 

the club meetings exciting and are offering more dives and events than ever before. Our club has grown 

this year. As a board member, I’m proud of that. I would like to think that the work we have done as a 

board has contributed to that. Don’t be afraid to give it a try. All it takes is a little desire. Help keep this 

good thing going.   

 

Benefits of club membership 

I have used the resources of the dive club to recertify myself and to get both my wife Lina and daughter 

Sammy certified. Sammy’s first time in the ocean with a wetsuit, mask, snorkel and fins was at the 2021 

Refugio Beach picnic, our annual club event. She was eight years old. 

 

I can’t say that the visibility was very good, but she saw a small fish. After the dive, we ate, and then she 

wanted to go back into the water. That was the start. For the next two years, every time I went on a club 

boat dive, she went. Lina and I would do a couple of tank dives, then I’d take Sammy with a mask, 

snorkel, and fins. The 3m wetsuit she had didn’t keep her warm for long. 

 

Then came the Scuba Show. We went there with the dive club. If you’ve gone, you’ve seen the pool they 

set up where they let new divers jump in with a tank to see what it’s like to breathe underwater. Sammy 

brought her mask, snorkel and fins. The people at the pool put her tank on and down she went, breathing 

underwater for the first time in her life.  

 

I will reveal to all of you that I am not fond of 

the scuba certification programs. I think they are 

too quick. Word got out that I was holding 

Sammy back because of this. Mike Doyon, a 

long-time instructor and club board member, 

approached me and said he would take Sammy 

through the course privately before she actually 

took a PADI class. That’s what we did. Once 

Mike told me she was ready, we found an 

instructor through club resources. Sammy was 

certified at Casino Point on Catalina Island in 

2023. Lina, Sammy and I dove together that 

afternoon. Since then, we’ve had incredible 

adventures. All of them have come by way of the 

Dive Club. 
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Summary version of the two open positions. 
 

 

For the full description of all positions, refer to the CID website 

{For the inside dirt, talk to a board member, past or present. We’re quite friendly!} 

 

PRESIDENT: Develops agendas and conducts the general and board meetings. Aids board members 

unable to fulfill their positions, and acts as liaison between the club and its sponsors. Writes the monthly 

"Bottom Times" column for the newsletter. 

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR: Greets and introduces guests, informing them of membership 

benefits and announces new members at club general meetings. Maintains current membership list, 

sends monthly updates to the board. Sends list and photos of new members to newsletter editor for publication 

 

HERE’S HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR NAME: 
 

Provide your name, the position you’re interested in, and your signature to any board member, in 

person or via email. 

 

 Name:       Board Position:  

 

Signature: __________________________ 

 

 

 

CID Board of Directors 

 

Delbert Stewart: President    Laura Forsyth: Webmaster 

president@channelislandsdivers.org    webmaster@channelislandsdivers.org 

Rob Marion: VP      Laurie Hennessy: Raffle Coordinator 

vicepresident@channelislandsdivers.org  raffle@channelislandsdivers.org 

Ann Hoagland: Secretary     Rob Johnson: Membership Coordinator 

secretary@channelislandsdivers.org   membership@channelislandsdivers.org 

Storm Thurston-Keller: Treasurer   Jackie Worden: Newsletter Editor 

treasurer@channelislandsdivers.org   editor@channelislandsdivers.org 

Dan Perdue: Dive Coordinator:    Steve Peterson: Librarian 

dive@channelislandsdivers.org    library@channelislandsdivers.org 
  

CHANNEL ISLANDS DIVERS BOARD AVAILABLE 

POSITIONS DESCRIPTIONS & DUTIES 

https://www.channelislandsdivers.org/
mailto:president@channelislandsdivers.org
mailto:webmaster@channelislandsdivers.org
mailto:vicepresident@channelislandsdivers.org
mailto:raffle@channelislandsdivers.org
mailto:secretary@channelislandsdivers.org
mailto:membership@channelislandsdivers.org
mailto:treasurer@channelislandsdivers.org
mailto:editor@channelislandsdivers.org
mailto:dive@channelislandsdivers.org
mailto:library@channelislandsdivers.org
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Our sponsors generously offer discounts to our members! You must show your 

membership card to reap this benefit. See our Membership Coordinator Rob Johnson 

to get your card. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Websites: 
➢ https://www.rec2tecscuba.com/ 

➢ https://www.scdiving.com/ 

➢ https://islandpackers.com/ 

➢ https://scubasolutionsca.com/ 

➢ https://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/ 

➢ http://ulcs.com 

➢ https://maverickunderseadivers.com/ 

➢ https://americandiveco.com/ 

SPONSORS CORNER 

https://www.rec2tecscuba.com/
https://www.scdiving.com/
https://islandpackers.com/
https://scubasolutionsca.com/
https://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/
http://ulcs.com/
https://maverickunderseadivers.com/
https://americandiveco.com/
https://channelislandsdiveadventures.com/
https://islandpackers.com/
https://maverickunderseadivers.com/
https://scubasolutionsca.com/
https://www.scdiving.com/

